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INTRODUCTION
The cheetah
(Acinonyx jubatus)
is the single surviving species of the holartic pleiostocene genus and is classified as endangered [1, 2] . Overall reproductive performance and health status of the cheetah in captivity is poor; only 15%
of wild-caught animals have ever reproduced, and the species experiences a high rate of juvenile mortality and disease susceptibility [1, 3] . For these reasons, the cheetah has been the subject of intense genetic and reproductive studies in our laboratories and those of our collaborators [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] . (Table  2) but no embryos (Tables  3 and 4 ). In contrast Males #2, 3, and 6 produced more than 77% structurally defective sperm ( Time (h) 
